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Co-founder & Star Dancer of the Egyptian Reda Troupe coming to the

San Francisco Bay Area

Hala Dance Company is proud to present the revolutionary Egyptian dance star, Farida Fahmy, in a two-day workshop to be followed by an All-Star Dance Show in Redwood City, CA on August 7th & 8th 2004
Location:  Odd Fellows Dance Hall, 839 Main St, Redwood City, CA 94063

Schedule:  Workshop: 9:00am – 3:30pm on Saturday, 9:00am – 3:00pm on Sunday



Show: 7:00 – 9:30pm on Saturday

Spectacular Dance Show on Sat Aug 7th featuring Belly Dance Superstar Dondi, Zari, Salawa, Cat, Hala Dance & many more!!
Workshop: $70 for Sat, $65 for Sun or $125 for both days (advance), $80/day @ door

Teachers Special: sign up 5 people: get 1 day free OR sign up 10 people: get both days free

Sat evening show: $15 in advance, $20 at the door.

Advance registration must be postmarked by July 29th 2004
No refunds.  Non-transferable.  No video cameras.

To register, please fill out the form below, mail it with your check (payable to Hala Dance) to: 1478 Calabazas Blvd, Santa Clara, CA 95051.
Tel: 408-246-1129

(You may also register on the web at www.HalaDance.com using a credit card)

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Name: ____________________________ Dance Name (if different): ____________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________________

Telephone number: ______________________ Email: _______________________________

Saturday Workshop (number of people): ____

Amount: ______

Saturday Evening show (number of people): ____
Amount: ______

Sunday Workshop (number of people): _____

Amount: ______

Total amount enclosed: ______

How did you hear about this event? ______________________________________________

Special requirements or comments: ______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
Farida Fahmy is the co-founder and star dancer for 25 years of the Reda Troupe in Egypt.  In 1959, Farida, Mahmoud Reda and his brother Ali Reda (Farida’s late husband), formed the first Egyptian dance company to record Egyptian folk songs and dances and perform them on stage. The Reda Troupe became world famous with many followers.  Their work has shaped and influenced what is known today as Oriental Dance (Raks Sharki).  Many of the Reda troupe members became master teachers themselves teaching in Egypt, Europe and USA e.g. Raqia Hassan, Momo Kadous, Mo Geddawi, Aida Nour & more.
As a dancer & choreographer, Farida Fahmy played a major role in elevating dance into a fine art in Egypt.  Her unique style of dance, social status and dedication has inspired generations of dancers.  Together with the Reda Troupe, Farida performed in over 50 countries, participated in many international Folk Festivals and gave command performances for heads of states both in Egypt and abroad.  She received Egypt's Order of Arts and Science of the first degree in 1967, The Star of Jordan in 1965 and the Order of Tunisia in 1973.  Farida received her Master of Arts degree in “Dance Ethnology” from UCLA.

Farida succeeded in becoming a symbol of grace and truthful expressions of the spirit of Egyptian dancing. She gave her whole being to dancing as a dedication and a vocation to which she devoted endless hours of training.  Her unmistakable talent has gained her worldwide popularity.

In addition to playing the lead role in hundreds of the Reda troupe productions, Farida has starred in two major musical films made by the Reda Troupe that are regarded as milestones in Egyptian cinema. 

Farida is an accomplished choreographer in both Oriental and Folkloric Egyptian dance styles.  She has her own very uniquely “Farida’s” graceful and elegant dance style that she currently teaches in dance workshops all over the world. Using some of the experience she gained at UCLA in regard to teaching, Fahmy tries to help non-Egyptians feel the rhythm of Oriental music and understand the art that lies in the movement from one part of the dance to the other.

In this workshop, Ms Fahmy will teach Saidi style technique and choreography and “Oriental style Farida” technique and combinations.
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For a little background on Farida’s history, please visit www.cairotimes.com/content/archiv07/fahmy0737.html

From a review in the Hindustan Times (New Delhi, India, April 2001):

[The troupe] was founded in 1959 by the Reda brothers-- Ali and Mahmoud--to popularize dance forms from the diverse regions of Egypt.  After a gap of 37 years, the troupe again showcases dances of the countryside, the coasts, upper Egypt and the Bedouins. [They] have some dazzling dances like El Haggala, performed by the Bedouins in the desert sands on a moonlit night. The dancers are university graduates who have performed all over the globe. 

From an article in the Cairo Times (Cairo, Egypt, November 2003):

Farida Fahmy met Mahmoud Reda when she was in her early teens. He married her sister Nadeeda and for her part Farida went on to marry his brother Ali. But it was to be Farida and Mahmoud who would go down in history as the greatest dance partnership in Egyptian history. The Reda Dance Troupe was founded in 1959. Together they helped make it a national institution for almost three decades 

Right here in our own backyard…

For information on vending, master classes with Farida Fahmy or volunteering, please email hala@haladance.com
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